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“So we fasted and petitioned God about this. And he answered our prayer.” Ezra 8:23 

 

50 DAYS OF FASTING AND PRAYING 

Day Did you Pray and Fast (Y/N) What key thing did you pray about? 
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SHORT COURSE ON FASTING 

In over fifty references to fasting in the Old and New Testaments, 
there is no specific command to fast, with the exception of the 
Day of Atonement for the Jews. In the New Testament it was as-
sumed that fasting would be a part of the normal devotional life of 
the believer. 

Matthew 6:16 “When you fast do not look somber as the hypo-
crites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fast-
ing. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.” 

Matthew 9:15 “Jesus answered, ‘How can the guests of the bride-
groom mourn while he is with them? The time will come when the 
bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will fast.’” 

If these verses indicate that fasting should be a normal discipline 
in the church (and the numerous examples of fasting support the 
idea), then what does it mean to fast? What is the purpose of fast-
ing, and how does one go about fasting? 

1. Definition of “Fasting”- going without food and sometimes wa-
ter voluntarily, generally for religious purposes. There are four 
types of fasting referred to in the Bible. 

a. a. Normal fast, going without food for up to 40 days 
(Exodus.34:28; Ezra 8:21,23; Daniel 6:18; Luke 2:37; 
Mark 2:18; Matthew 4:2; Acts 13:2-3; 14-23 and oth-
ers). 

b. Partial fast, abstaining from certain foods (Daniel 10:3). 
c. Absolute fast, going without food or water no more than 

3 days (Esther 4:16; this is very rare in the Bible). 
d. Voluntary group fast, called for a specific reason for a 

specific group of people (1 Samuel 7:6; 2 Chronicles 
20:3; Jonah 3:5; and others). 

2. Purpose of Fasting 

a. Worship-it must be God-centered, God-initiated, and 
God-ordained 

b. at times, fasting is an expression of distress, grief, or 
repentance 

c. Fasting is the preparation for God to give guidance and 
 

“So we fasted and petitioned God about this. And he answered our prayer.” Ezra 8:23 
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Day 50 December 15, 2008 

Your Little Can Become Your Bblessing  
“Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have in your house?” 
“Your servant has nothing there at all,” she said, “except a little oil.” — 2 Kings 4:3-4  

I remember like it was yesterday when Operation Transformation burst through Geth-
semane and filled the atmosphere with so much excitement. God choosing us to join him 
in his work is exciting, because He is always working.  Since Operation Transformation 
went public in September 07, I have witnessed God working in the lives of His people.  

Now in light of the current economic situation, I have no doubt we are all feeling some 
pressure on every side. Gas prices, food prices, electric and gas prices are all part of 
escalating increase. If these things were not enough what about looking at the nest egg 
we had stored up for retirement. All these things seem to be raging in our life and per-
haps you are even wondering how things are going to work out. Have you ever won-
dered “how am I going to fulfill my commitment or how can I make a commitment at this 
time”?  

In times like these, this text really becomes a blessing to me, especially when I begin to 
feel some changes in my current state.  This text helps me to understand how we can 
fulfill our commitment to God and to the campaign. 

Take a quick look at the text with me.  This servant experienced security in her past 
situation but now there has been a change in her present state that leaves her wonder-
ing how she is going to make it. Her husband has died, and what was her security has 
now been taken from her.  Now she finds herself down, overburdened with responsibility, 
and if that is not enough the creditors are attacking. Sometimes when you are down eve-
rything seems to pull at you so much so that you will run and want to give up. You see, 
this servant is about to lose something that is most precious to her. She is unable to fulfill 
her responsibility on her own because of the place she finds herself. 

Now, I like what this servant does. She runs, but she runs back to the God. Look, she 
gets in the presence of God, and the prophet asks her a profound question. “Tell me 
what do you have in your house?” She answered like we often do. “Your servant has 
nothing there at all except a little oil”. 

How often do we overlook the little that we have and focus on big things that we do not 
have. Our little seems so inadequate, but this text challenges us to reach inside our heart 
and pull the little out and follow the instructions of the prophet and watch God turn our 
little into much. Read the text and experience the miraculous power of God. God sup-
plied all of her needs. He met the commitment and gives her the rest to live on.  

Prayer focus: Dear God, we thank you for the opportunity to join you in your work. God, 
today we lay our commitments before you and we ask for your help to fulfill them. We 
recognized that you have given a God-sized assignment that you are able to keep. God 
help us to give our little oil knowing that you can make it much. God, help us to keep our 
mind stay on you. God I ask you to bless those who are making first time commitment to 
Operation Transformation. God, I pray that you watch over our leaders, Pastor and First 
lady Riddick. God, I praise you because you are so faithful to us and thank you for your 
love toward us. Keep us united and working together as we move forward. We ask this 
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Deaconess Deidra Bethea 

renewal  (Daniel 9; Ex. 24). 
d. Fasting reveals the things that control us that are sus-

tained “by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God.” 

e. Fasting reminds us that we are sustained “ by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” 

f. Fasting helps keep our balance in life (1 Corinthians 
9:27; Psalm 35:13). 

3. Practice of Fasting 

a. For an occasional fast, eat a light meal (fruit, vegeta-
bles, yogurt, etc.) prior to beginning. Drink a lot of wa-
ter. Skip 2-3 meals and break the fast with fruit juices 
followed by a light meal. Avoid oils, dressings and 
starch for a couple of meals. 

b. when starting a regular discipline of fasting, begin 
slowly with a partial 24-hour (2 meal) fast once a week 
for several weeks while drinking fruit juices. 

c. Monitor your inner attitudes and maintain a worshipful 
attitude. 

d. Break the fast with a light meal of fruits and vegetables. 
e. After a few weeks, try a normal fast, drinking lots of wa-

ter only. 
f. Always be careful not to call attention to what you are 

doing. 
g. After succeeding with this for several weeks, move to a 

36-hour ( 3 meal) fast 
h. Seek the Lord regarding extended fasts. Get additional 

information on conducting extended fasts and clear the 
fast with your physician. (People with certain physical 
conditions should not fast.) 

i. Remember that the major work of scriptural fasting is in 
the realm of the spirit.  

j. If skipping meals is not possible, try fasting certain 
types of foods (like sweets or soft drinks), or you can 
fast activities (like TV or sports). It’s important to con-
vert that time to devotional activities, not just abstain 
from them. 

 



Day 1 October 27, 2008 

Transformed by the Knowledge of God’s Word  

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
 — Philippians 4:13 
 
I once read a story of how a young man was transformed simply by 
someone telling him what he could do and who he could become.  
The story reads as follows:  “When VICTOR SERIBRIAKOFF was 
15, his teacher told him he would never finish school and that he 
should drop out and learn a trade.  Victor took the advice and for the 
next 17 years he was an itinerant doing a variety of odd jobs.  He 
had been told he was a ‘dunce’ and for 17 years he acted like one.  
When he was 32, an amazing transformation took place.  An evalua-
tion revealed that he was a genius with an IQ of 161.  Guess what?  
That’s right; he started acting like a genius.  Since that time, he has 
written books, secured a number of patents and has become a suc-
cessful businessman.  Perhaps the most significant event for the for-
mer drop out was his election as chairman of the International 
Mensa Society.  The Mensa Society has only one membership quali-
fication – an IQ of 140.” 
 
This story reminds each of us of the transformation that can occur 
when we believe God’s truth for our lives.  Satan often tells us what 
we cannot do and who we are not to keep us in bondage and from 
experiencing the abundance that God has in store.  However, 
through His Holy Word, God reveals to us who we are and what we 
can do and more importantly what he can do when we surrender our 
will to His will. 
 
As we celebrate the first anniversary of Operation Transformation, 
allow me to encourage us all to keep focus and work toward the goal 
God gave us a year ago.  The Word of God reveals to us that we 
“can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.”  Remember, 
we are children of God and He’s working His will out through each of 
us. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Thank You God for revealing to me who I am and 
what I am able to do through the strength you provide.  I lay my Op-
eration Transformation commitment before you and ask that you 
would continue to provide so that I may faithfully fulfill the commit-
ment made a year ago.  By faith I believe that it is already done.  
Amen. 
 
Pastor Dwight Riddick 

Day 49 December 14, 2008 

God Is Our Refuge 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my 
help. — Psalm 121:1 
 
 
As a single parent, I have always been concerned about how I 
could possibly live quietly in the midst of daily worries from 
which I could not get away. I realized that I could not change 
my surroundings nor could I change the circumstances that 
were before me. I felt as though I was being engulfed by the 
toils of life. I had two sons that were depending on me to take 
care of them. One night, during my lowest of lows, I heard the 
voice of God telling me that everything will be alright and that I 
had to go through this so that I can be a testimony to other sin-
gle parents. God instructed me to tell them that they too, must 
trust in the Almighty God, who is able to keep them from falling. 
 
God is our refuge and we must first seek Him during our trying 
times. 
 
Prayer: Father God in Heaven, I come before your throne of 
Grace, thanking you for all that You have done for me and my 
children during the times that I thought were very difficult. Once 
again, You have shown me how magnificent you are. Over and 
over again, You continue to bless me. Father God, I pray that 
Your Holy Spirit will rain down on the members on Geth-
semane and that we will be a living testimony, as one body in 
Christ to continue to do Kingdom work so that others, who are 
lost in sin, will come to Your house of Prayer. 
For it is in the matchless name of Jesus I pray. Amen 
 
 
Sheryl Peace-Newby   



Day 48 December 13, 2008 

A Midnight Prayer 

 
 
 
“And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto 
God; and the prisoners heard them.  And suddenly there was a 
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened, and eve-
ryone’s bands were loosed.”  Acts 16: 25-26 
 
    
There is a decision that we must make.  We must stop, pray 
and praise God even when we feel there is no way out.  Paul 
and Silas literally had no way out.  They were physically hurt 
and bound in jail to discourage them from preaching the gos-
pel.   
 
Even though they were in this bad situation, they knew that the 
God they served was still there to comfort them.  They were 
praising him not just for what he could do for them, but for who 
He is.  Remember, it is a decision to praise God even when 
things come against us to take our focus off of what He has 
given us to do. 
 
 
Prayer Focus:  We as a church body should pray that not only 
are we loosed by our praise, but others watching us are loosed 
and set free also. 
 
 
 
Evangeline Thomas 

Day 2 October 28, 2008 

Save Time—Let God Counsel You  

“But the Lord’s plans stand firm forever; his intentions can never be 
shaken” Psalm 33:11 

Many of us go to our parents for counsel.  Others go to friends who, like 
Job’s friends - mean well but do not understand the entire situation.  
Some of us even go on line to determine what the latest answer is to our 
problem.  After all, why should we waste time—just go to the experts. 
They wouldn’t have a web site if they didn’t have all the answers, would 
they? 

After we get totally frustrated, we finally, and by “accident”, meet our 
guardian angel who says, “Why not go to God?  He is the only one who 
knows everything about your situation”.  You see, God sent our guard-
ian angel because He knew that we only trust the advice of someone 
who has flesh on him/her.  When we finally go to God, we discover that 
He was always just a prayer away.  God is trustworthy when others are 
not. God cares about us when others do not.  God’s only true motive is 
that He loves us unconditionally and wants what is best for us, even 
when we don’t want it for ourselves. 

Prayer Focus: Father, we lift you up and praise your holy and mighty 
name.  We come to you because you are an all wise and almighty God!  
Please forgive us for not coming to you first for everything that we need.  
Please help us to remember that whenever we need you, you are al-
ways there. All we have to do is call on your name.  You are Elohim, our 
Creator and Sustainer!  You are Jehovah, our GOD and LORD!  You 
are Jehovah Jireh, our Provider!  You are Jehovah Rapha, our Healer!  
You are absolutely everything that we need. 

Now we ask Father, that from this day forth, we will always come to you 
for guidance and direction.  We lift up Operation Transformation before 
you.  We know success is already done. Therefore, we continue to 
stand on your word and walk in obedient according to your will.   We 
also know in doing this, the new edifice will be manifested.  Father, we 
realize, that Operation Transformation is not just about a new edifice—
it’s about transforming every aspect of our lives.  It’s about how you will 
manifest the funds that are already there for us, how you will heal our 
bodies and how you will hold back the hand of the enemy from distract-
ing us from achieving what you have for us.  We thank you, in advance 
for protecting our leaders, especially our Pastor, Rev.  Riddick, who ca-
res for us enough to help us to grow spiritually, emotionally, and physi-
cally.    We know you will do these things and more for your Glory and 
Honor.  We ask this prayer in the wonderful and marvelous name of Je-
sus Christ.  Amen! 

Leading Lady Vera Riddick 



Day 3 October 29, 2008 

Stay in the Word 

“Blessed is the  man (or woman) that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  But his delight is in the 
law of the LORD; and in His law doth he meditate day and night.  And 
he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3) 

Many times it seems like we have a hard time in different situations in 
our lives.  The word “blessed” is translated happy.  Yet the simple solu-
tion is found here in the first three verses of Psalm 1. We are told that in 
order to be happy that we simply need to delight ourselves in the Word 
of God.    

The man who is characterized as blessed is first described according to 
the things he does not do, just as we begin with children by teaching 
them what they must not do.   He is not a companion of the unrighteous.  

Then he is described by what he should do.  How can we be happy? 
Meditate in the “Law of the Lord.”  He who thinks grows.  The law on 
which he meditates is not to be thought about but practically obeyed.  
Also, the results of reading the bible and studying are a beauty of one’s 
character, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  Everything he takes 
in hand becomes successful.  

What a richly flowing brook is to the tree that is planted, such is the word 
of God to him who devotes himself to it; it makes him ever fruitful. The 
tree by the river runs its roots down into the refreshing stream beneath, 
and when the upland tree withers and turns brown, the tree by the river 
is as green as ever.  Christians meet the troubles of life like other peo-
ple, but if they devote wholeheartedly to do God’s will, delight in the law 
of the Lord, they will have peace in the midst of their troubles. 

If as a church body, we constantly meditate on the Word of God, these 
verses remind us that in whatever we do, we will prosper.  We will pros-
per because the word of God has the answer and solution for all prob-
lems.  Also, as you study and meditate on God’s word, creative ideas 
will enter your mind.  These ideas can make you in demand, help you 
solve valuable problems and cause wealth to flow into your life. 

Prayer Focus: Pray that all of Gethsemane will stay in the word.  Pray 
that we will find time to read, meditate, study and apply the commands 
of God on a daily basis.  Pray that we will find the time to not only attend 
Sunday worship service, but also Church School, Bible Study, First Prin-
ciples, and Eagle/Hebrew School classes.  Pray that all of us will stay 
rooted and grounded in the Word.   

Rev. Ann Stovall 

Day 47 December 12, 2008 

Prayer 

 
 
“Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to 
pray and not lose heart…”  Luke 18:1 
 
 
Both Jesus (Luke 18:1) and Paul (1Timothy 2:1) talked about 
the importance of prayer, noting that people ought to always 
pray.  Prayer includes asking and getting answers from God, 
however, it’s more than asking.  It is confession, adoration, 
thanksgiving and fellowship with God. 
 
By its nature, prayer is talking with God.  It is the basis of the 
successful Christian life, and it is so important that not praying 
for others is considered a sin (1 Samuel 12:23).  God will an-
swer our prayers when we:  

obey Him ( 1 John 3:22) 
 confess our sin (Psalm 66:18) 
ask according to the will of God (1 John 5:14) 
ask in faith (Mark 11:24) 
live peaceably with our mate (1 Peter 3:7) 
conclude in Jesus’ name (John 14:14) 

 
Prayer Focus:  Father God, in the name of Jesus, we love you, 
adore you and thank you for all things, because you said in all 
things give thanks, for it is the will of God through Christ Jesus 
concerning us.  Forgive us for our sins and bless your people 
every where and meet every need because only God knows 
what we really need.  Amen 
 
 
Deaconess Mary Clayton 



Day 46 December 11, 2008 

Though the Storm Keeps On Raging in My Life  

“But soon a fierce storm arose.  When He woke up, He rebuked the 
wind and said to the water, Quiet down!”  Suddenly the wind 
stopped, and there was a great calm.”  Mark 4:37 (NLT) 
 
When their own efforts to save themselves failed, the disciples fear-
fully cried out to Jesus.  Jesus, responding to their cry, quickly re-
buked the wind and calmed the storm.  Then He asked the disciples, 
“Why are you so afraid?  Do you still not have faith in me?” (Mark 
4:40)  That was a very good question that Jesus asked the disciples.  
What comes to your mind when you’re in a raging storm?  Do you 
have faith or do you become upset or fearful that you’re not going to 
get out of the storm?  If God promised to never leave us or forsake 
us, then that means there is nothing for us to fear. 
 
Jesus is always in the boat with us; therefore in order to survive, we 
must keep our eyes on Him instead of our circumstances.  We must 
have enough faith to believe that Jesus is aware and is in control of 
our storm.  Matthew 10:29 tells us that not even a sparrow can fall to 
the ground without our Father knowing it.  If this is the case, then we 
should trust that God will answer our cry for help.  The disciples were 
experienced fishermen, yet they were in a storm that only Jesus 
could handle. 
 
Jesus wants us to know that He is sufficient in the midst of our 
storm.  When we give up and cry out to Him, He will answer every 
one of our prayers.  We can make it through the storm.  God never 
promised us a life of smooth sailing, but He did promise us that we 
would have a safe journey. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Dear God, I come before you as humbly as I know 
how, seeking you on behalf of those who are facing their raging 
storm.  God, I ask that you would cease the storms in their lives; 
whether it is an unexpected illness, financial issues or a relational 
concern.  God, I thank you for continually working behind the scenes 
on our behalf letting us know that there is not a task too big that you 
cannot handle.  As we embark upon another year of Operation 
Transformation, I pray that you will pour out blessings upon your 
people.  Through this vision, God we pray that souls are won and 
that You will be the one who receives all the glory!  Amen. 
 
Trustee Diana Cary 

Day 4 October 30, 2008 

The Lord God, My God is With You!!! 

“Consider now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a temple as a 
sanctuary. Be strong and do the work.” David also said to Solomon 
his son, “Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Do not be 
afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my God is with you. He will 
not fail you or forsake you until all the work for the service of the tem-
ple of the LORD is finished.”  (I Chronicles 28:10, 20, NIV) 
 
God-sized assignments can be at times overwhelming. There are 
often tough challenges and stiff opposition that commands our atten-
tion along the way. There are times in our journey when our focus is 
shifted from God to the task before us. The difficult moments in God-
sized assignments often arise after you have begun to exercise your 
faith and make great strides for God. 
 
David knew what it was like for God to ask him to do something sig-
nificant and important for the kingdom. After all, it was David who 
challenged the Philistine giant from Gath named Goliath.  Yes, David 
knew what it was like to be called to do something great for God and 
then face opposition along the way. In 1 Chronicles, Chapter 28, as 
David encourages his son Solomon in his assignment, David re-
minds Solomon that no matter what God has called you to do and no 
matter where you are along the journey, “He will not fail you or for-
sake you until all the work for the service of the temple of the LORD is 
finished!!” 
 
Just like David, we too have a God-sized assignment. The assign-
ment is not just for construction of a new edifice. It is also for building 
new lives. The truth of the matter is that we have faced the giants 
and we are still standing. We have come through some opposition, 
but we are still here. There have been some challenges, but we are 
still on course. Why? Because the Lord God, my God is with us and 
he will be with us until all the work for the service of the temple of the 
Lord is finished!! 
Prayer Focus:  Let us pray for the success of the building project.  
Pray that we would continue with whole hearted devotion and that 
we would press toward the end amid all obstacles and opposition. 
Pray continually for God’s strength as we make our way along this 
journey and remember – “THE LORD GOD, MY GOD IS WITH 
YOU”. 
 
Reverend Todd Smith  



Day 5 October 31, 2008 

Pressing On After Christ  

“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made 
perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 
hold of me.” Philippians 3:12 (NIV) 
 
In this pericope Paul states that there is a destiny of perfection that 
must compel believers to press on toward the fullness of Christ and 
His Glory.  The Lord’s purpose for His redeemed one goes beyond 
our sins of the past.  Paul was pressing on for so much more!  Paul 
was reaching for a goal in Christ Jesus.  Paul’s life was not finished 
when he surrendered his life to Jesus on the road to Damascus.  His 
life was completely transformed to one that was running a new race 
– a race dedicated to apprehending all that Christ had in mind for 
him. 
 
Jesus Christ has taken hold of you by His grace with a destiny in His 
heart for you.  But you must press on after Him in order to be all that 
Jesus desires you to be if you want to achieve, complete, pursue, or 
grasp hold of all that Christ Jesus had purposed for you. 
 
We must allow the revelation to surface daily in our hearts that only 
what you do for Christ Jesus will last.  This will give you the purpose 
to press after Christ Jesus.  You will know you have to endure hard-
ness as a good soldier.  As Paul would say, “It takes power working 
within you when pressing after Christ Jesus.”  That gives Him the 
opportunity to accomplish the plans that He has for you and through 
you for the Kingdom of God.  Have you ever felt like just giving up on 
life’s struggles, but it suddenly entered into your mind that Jesus did 
not give up on you?  You never would have made it, but Jesus has 
always been by your side.  Keep on Pressing After Christ Jesus! 
 
Prayer Focus:  Our Father, we praise you for the destiny of perfec-
tion that you have for our lives.  We worship you as being worthy of 
“pressing on” toward all you have offered your people.  Lord, stir 
within our hearts the determination to carry out your purpose.  God, 
we repent of those things that hinder us wholeheartedly, from seek-
ing the destiny for our lives.  We pray for the leaders in our church to 
have the same heart as Paul to relentlessly pursue Christ.  We Pray 
In Jesus Name.  Amen. 
 
Rev. Darlene Smith 

Day 45 December 10, 2008 

Sent on Assignment  

“Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger 
to this people?  Who will go for us?”  I said, “Here I am, send me.”  
Isaiah 6:8 (NLT) 
 
Since we have begun Operation Transformation, I have asked God 
to reveal all He would have me to do so I might be a blessing to the 
body of Christ.  The more I asked God to show me, the more Geth-
semane’s mission statement came to mind.  Our mission statement 
is “…to disciple, minister and empower by demonstrating the love of 
Jesus Christ to families throughout Hampton Roads and beyond.”  
Then I realized it was in my face all this time. 
 
God has allowed not only me, but all of us the opportunity and privi-
lege to go out and share His love in various communities.  I truly be-
lieve this is our assignment because God placed those words in our 
pastor’s heart and mind for this body of believers to carry out.  God 
has also given us the necessary equipment for this assignment by 
providing a new facility so those souls who accept Him can begin the 
transformation process through the Word prepared and preached by 
our pastor. 
 
Gethsemane, with all that God is blessing us with, we should con-
tinue to live holy, for holiness is a furnace that transforms the men 
and women who enter it. God has asked, “Who will go?”  Geth-
semane has answered saying, “Send us!”  Let us all continue to work 
together to complete this great assignment for the Kingdom of God! 
 
Prayer Focus:  Eternal God, thank you for all that you have already 
done.  You are a mighty God and we give you honor and praise.  
Lord, help us to be examples to everyone we meet.  Allow us to rep-
resent you so that you get all the glory.  Anoint us afresh so that we 
can accomplish your plans for the kingdom through us.  Let your per-
fect will be done.  Use us in a mighty way as we strive to be like you, 
O God.  Most of all stand with us and for us so that souls can receive 
the gift of eternal life.  You said, “Ask and we shall receive”.  It is in 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 
Sherrie Sorrell 



Day 44 December 9, 2008 

And They Journeyed  

“And they journeyed…”  Genesis 35:5 
 
Destiny is just a few steps away but the enemy is in the way. When I 
read what God had done for the children of Israel, I am reminded of 
our journey: Operation Transformation.  We have traveled many dis-
tances to get to the place we are now, but we have not arrived with-
out trials.  For many of us the trials have been significant; the loss of 
finances, the loss of loved ones, and the testing of our faith.  How-
ever, the journey is not over. Even though the enemy desires to stop 
us, the Lord has promised us victory. 
 
Here in chapter 35 God instructs Jacob to return to Bethel and in 
verse 5 the Bible says, “And they journeyed…”  Moving to Bethel ne-
cessitated spiritual preparation beyond the level of an exercise in 
logistics.  Possession of idolatrous symbols was no longer tolerable. 
Idols were sometimes seen more as good luck charms than as gods.  
Some Israelites, even though they worshipped God, had idols in their 
homes.   
 
As we move closer to our destiny of driving down Gethsemane Way, 
there are some things  from which we must  free ourselves.  We are 
a few steps closer to what God has promised and in our awaiting the 
promise, some things may have crept into our presence.  Unless we 
remove idols from our lives, they can ruin our faith.  Idols don’t have 
to be physical objects; they can be thoughts or desires.  Like Jacob, 
let us get rid of anything that could stand between God and us.  
 
Though our personal journeys may have been rough, the promise of 
God is that He is with us.  Let us continue to be faithful and prayerful 
in this journey of possessing what God has promised.  For when we 
arrive and claim that which is ours, we’ll praise God for the fulfillment 
of His promise.  “And they journeyed…” 
 
Prayer Focus:   Today our prayer is that You would continue to be 
with us as You were with Israel.  Please Lord, help us to remain 
faithful and steadfast when things become difficult along the journey. 
Breathe into us so that our spirits may be whole as one and our 
hearts are committed to the journey.   In the precious name of Je-
sus…AMEN! 
 
Rev. Wilbert C. Adams 

Day 6 November 1, 2008 

Breakfast with Jesus  

 
“Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large 
fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so 
many, the net was not broken.  Jesus said to them, “Come and 
eat breakfast.”   John 21:11-12a 
 
How refreshing it is to come home after a hard day’s work and 
find a cooked meal waiting, prepared especially for you by a 
loved one! Jesus not only gave the disciples a miraculous 
catch of large fish, but He also had breakfast waiting on shore - 
prepared and ready to eat. 
 
Just as Jesus greeted the disciples with “Come and eat break-
fast,” He teaches us to come to Him to meet all of our needs. 
He asks us to come to Him for all of the provisions of our faith 
– our health, families and finances to name a few.  
 
We have successfully embarked on “Operation Transforma-
tion” and are now fulfilling our financial pledges.  This cannot 
be our only focus during this campaign.  Just as Jesus had al-
lowed the disciples to drag the net and fill it with so many fish, 
this is still our commission.  We are to be just like the disciples; 
until the return of Jesus, our task should be to remain with the 
fish (new Christians) so none are lost. 
 
We are spiritual refreshed as we daily read the Word.  Awaken-
ing to God’s love and care each morning is the best spiritual 
appetite we can have to start our day. 
 
Prayer Focus: Pray daily for an increase of the unsaved to be-
come saved so our “net” will be filled and never broken in spirit 
for the love of Jesus Christ. Pray that our stewardship of talent, 
time and finances will continue to be pleasing to God through-
out this campaign. 
 
 
Laura Greenfield 



Day 7 November 2, 2008 

A New Thing is Happening  

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am 
doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I 
am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland. 
The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I 
provide water in the desert and streams in the wasteland, to 
give drink to my people, my chosen people I formed for myself 
that they may proclaim  my praise.”  Isaiah 43:18-21 (NIV)  
 
As we approach the one year commemoration of this journey 
we call Operation Transformation, it seems an appropriate time 
to reflect on the past year to see what God has done. We have 
witnessed the Lord’s hand moving throughout our family. Many 
among us have experienced divine healing. He has blessed 
many among us with new jobs, promotions, and even new 
homes. He has continued to clear the way for our new edifice, 
despite obstacles and opposition. As we look back over the 
past year, truly we can say God has been faithful to us. Yet, 
the Lord says, “Forget the former things…I am doing a new 
thing.” So, as we reflect on all the Lord has done, we do so 
with the knowledge that we have not seen anything, yet! God is 
preparing to do a new thing among us and through us. In fact, 
He has already begun. So let us not be afraid of change. Let us 
embrace the new thing(s) that God is doing in each of our lives. 
 
Prayer Focus:  God, our Father and our Sustainer, we come to 
you with hearts full of thanksgiving. You have been so good to 
us. Even when we have disappointed you, you have remained 
faithful to us. Great things you have done. Still, we know that 
you are doing a new thing. Though it does not yet appear what 
all you will do in our lives, we submit ourselves to you and 
commit ourselves to your way. Please help us to be patient as 
you perfect your will for our lives. Help us to keep open minds 
and receptive hearts for the new thing(s) that you are doing 
and that you will do. Have your way in us, O Lord. In the name 
of Jesus we pray. Amen.  
 
 
Rev. Shawn Knight 

Day 43 December 8, 2008 

The Power of Prayer 

“If you ask anything in my name, I will do it.”  John 14:14 
 
There is power in prayer.  It is our key to communicating our hopes, 
dreams, desires and fragilities to our Heavenly Father.  When we 
pray, we are acknowledging that we trust our Heavenly Father to an-
swer a request that we ourselves are unable to do on our own.  In 
essence, when we go to God in prayer we are humbling ourselves 
and positioning ourselves for an expected answer.  It is no wonder 
that we expect Jesus to answer.  When we read John 14:14 where it 
states, “If you ask anything in my name, I will do it.”  Prayer then can 
transform lives, people, and circumstances. 
 
I read an article once that stated when a child of God prays; God will 
hush all of heaven to hear and will immediately begin working to ful-
fill the request.  There are three things that happen here: He listens, 
He silences the noise around Him, and He answers.  That’s good 
news! 
 
Because He knows all (omnipotent) and is everywhere at the same 
time (omnipresent), it is no wonder that prayers are answered before 
we can get up from our knees or before we can turn around.  It does 
not matter where you are in life when you pray, just pray and watch 
Him answer. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Father in the name of Jesus, I acknowledge You as 
Lord and  
Savior in my life, my healer, redeemer and the lover of my soul.  I 
confess that I have not always been this confident, but you have 
helped my unbelief through and with Your word.  It is with confidence 
today that I come before you, thanking you for another opportunity to 
pray and believing that you hear the prayers of your children and that 
your will be done.  Transform us so that we can love right, walk right, 
talk right, and ultimately join you in transforming the lives of those 
who are yet to come.  Thank you for the transformation of healing 
that is taking place right now in our lives; finances, homes, families, 
relationships, communities, minds, body and soul.  I ask this prayer 
in the name of Jesus, believing that you have already answered it.  
Amen. 
 
Trustee Marlene Russell 



Day 42 December 7, 2008 

Complete Your Share  

“For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond 
their ability, they were freely willing…2 Corinthians 8:3 
 
I once saw a video of Christian believers in an African village.  It was 
a small gathering of about fifty people.  Much of what I saw was un-
familiar – the small hut-like buildings, windows with no glass, no pul-
pit or choir loft or musicians. Although I didn’t understand the lan-
guage, what I saw on their faces and heard in the music and their 
voices was instinctively familiar.  It was worship. 
 
Then something I had never seen before happened.  As each person 
came to the offering table, they held their offering in their right hand 
and their left hand held the right arm at the wrist.  As they stood at 
the offering table, they bowed and released their gifts into the bas-
ket.  I immediately asked, “What does this mean?” 
 
I was told that they bowed in humble adoration of Almighty God and 
in recognition of the great privilege they had to give back to God – 
they held their arm and with great joy released the offering.  Al-
though I had never seen this before, my spirit immediately recog-
nized – this is worship! 
 
Have you ever considered what a great privilege it is to be a part of 
God’s work through your giving?  You may not be a preacher or dea-
con or serve in any office of the church, but every member has a 
share and a part to play in building a new edifice so we can continue 
the work of the kingdom. 
Paul encouraged the church at Corinth, as I encourage you now, “to 
complete your share in the ministry of giving.  Since you excel in so 
many ways-you have so much faith, such great gifted speakers, 
such knowledge, such enthusiasm, and such love for us-now I want 
you to excel also in this gracious ministry of giving.” (2 Corinthians 
8:6b-7) 
 
Prayer Focus:  Thank God for all His many blessings to you individu-
ally and to us collectively here at Gethsemane.  Ask Him to increase 
your capacity to give into the kingdom with great grace and abundant 
joy.  Now praise Him and give Him Glory! 
 
Rev. Sheila Griffith 

Day 8 November 3, 2008 

Teamwork  

“Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their 
labor;  for if they fall the one will lift up his fellow, but woe to him that 
is alone when he fallth for he has not another to help him up. Again; 
if two lie down they have heat, but how can one be warm alone. and 
if one prevail against him two shall withstand him, and a threefold 
cord is not quickly broken.”  Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12 
 
I’m one of about 1200 employees who work for the Defense 
Commissary Agency at the headquarters at Fort Lee.  In the 
office where I work there are only three of us. The work is not 
hard, but what makes it so difficult is we just can’t seem to 
work together as a team. When people work together as a 
team sharing their talents, resources and ideas, they can ac-
complish more than the same number of people working indi-
vidually.  
 
All throughout the Bible we can read how much people accom-
plished when they came together as a team. During the Civil 
Rights Movement people of color came together as a team and 
accomplished much.  During the Super Bowl the New York Gi-
ant’s football team came together as a team and accomplished 
much. During Operation Snack Reach our church came to-
gether as a team and much was accomplished. Barack 
Obama’s Campaign came together as a team and history was 
made. During Operation Transformation if everyone would 
come together and work as a team, much can and much will be 
accomplished. 
 
Prayer Focus: Father, I pray that we come together as a team 
and accomplish your will here on earth.  Help us to be like the 
Jews as they were rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem; 
where as some worked, some watched, and some prayed. 
Give us the spirit of unity so that we can come together as a 
team and accomplish the work that you have set before us.  
Even as we team up for Operation Transformation, help us all 
to be on one accord for we all have an important role to play on 
your team. Amen. 
 
Deacon Ronald Chapman  



Day 9 November 4, 2008 

A Beautiful Outcome  

“You planned to harm me.  But God planned it for good.  He planned 
to do what is now being done.  He wanted to save many lives.”  
 —Genesis 50:20 
 
Whenever we consider the days whereby it happens to rain or storm, 
we so often associate it with a negative connotation.  And the truth of 
the matter is that’s how we sometimes do with the storms and rainy 
days that we face in our daily lives; we look at it from pessimistic 
lens.  However, we must understand that when the rain comes to an 
end and the storms stop raging, a beautiful rainbow is likely to ap-
pear. 
 
When we consider that rainbow, there is a correlation to our lives 
and what happens when the storms we face are over.  See a rain-
bow is created when light particularly the “Sun” comes in contact 
with some water (i.e. rain, mist, fog, and/or ice).  When we substitute 
the water like situations that we face in life: 

Rain = the storms of life! 
Fog/Mist = the times when life seems blinding and we 

can’t see our way to the light! 
Ice = when life is slippery! 

And allow our situations to come in contact with the light, particularly 
the “Son”, what looks negative turns out to be a beautiful rainbow! 
 
Prayer Focus:  Father, in the name of Jesus, I humbly recognize that 
you are God and God alone.  For that I just say ‘Thank You.”  I thank 
you, oh Lord, for the gift of life and any daily bread that follows.  
Lord, I thank you, that no matter what storms that I have faced or will 
face, will never amount to you.  I bless you, Oh God, for keeping me 
in the midst of the trails and tribulations that tried to wipe me out.  
For I’ve discovered that in your omnipotence, you may not have 
changed the situation but you’re so powerful and loving to come 
down and bear it with me.  For when the storms raged, you devel-
oped my character, my passion to seek you, and my faith.  More im-
portantly, as you shined your Son, Jesus Christ, on my situation, you 
helped develop a spirit to proclaim that “I’m Still Standing” as your 
creation, a resemblance of a beautiful rainbow!  So I thank you, 
praise you, and bless your Holy Name!  In the only name that mat-
ters, the marvelous name of Jesus, I pray.  Amen. 
 
Rev. Rolando Pierce 

  

 

 2. God pursues a continuing love relationship with you  that is real 
and personal.  

3. God invites you to become involved with Him in His work.  

4. God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, pr ayer, cir-
cumstances, and the church to reveal Himself, His p urposes, and 
His ways.  

5. God's invitation for you to work with Him always le ads you to a 
crisis of belief that requires faith and action.  

6. You must make major adjustments in your life to joi n God in 
what He is doing.  

7. You come to know God by experience as you obey Him and He 
accomplishes His work through you.  

God used King David to extend His invitation to join Him in His work to 
the people. He encouraged them to follow his example and join in God’s 
work. God has extended us a personal invitation to join Him in His work 
through Operation Transformation. He has given a special means of the 
touching lives of both members and non-members of Gethsemane. So, 
having a clearer understanding of how God works in our lives, this body 
of Christ should recommit to Operation Transformation. Just like David, I 
am committed to showing my love for our Lord by accepting His invita-
tion to work with Him through this special assignment. Won’t you join 
me? 

Prayer Focus:  Heavenly Father, thank you for the personal invitation 
that you have extended to us to join you in your work. We understand 
that this call is not about erecting a building, but it is a call to work with 
you as you touch the lives of those within and without the body. Please 
accept our re-commitment of our time, talents, spiritual gifts, and offer-
ings to join you as you strengthen the lives of many, and save the lives 
of even more. Bless us as we recommit to the assignment and that 
those who have not made a commitment will accept the invitation and 
join you in your work. We see you working as you have already begun 
blessing those who have been obedient to your call. Continue to bless 
us as we work together to share the message of the Gospel with each 
other and those who do not know you. I ask this prayer in Jesus’ name – 
Amen  

(Continued from previous page) 



Day 41 December 6, 2008 

Recommitment 

 Then King David turned to the entire assembly and said, “My son Solomon, 
whom God has clearly chosen as the next king of Israel, is still young and 
inexperienced. The work ahead of him is enormous, for the Temple he will 
build is not for mere mortals—it is for the LORD God himself!  Using every 
resource at my command, I have gathered as much as I could for building 
the Temple of my God. Now there is enough gold, silver, bronze, iron, and 
wood, as well as great quantities of onyx, other precious stones, costly jew-
els, and all kinds of fine stone and marble.  

“And now, because of my devotion to the Temple of my God, I am giving all 
of my own private treasures of gold and silver to help in the construction. 
This is in addition to the building materials I have already collected for his 
holy Temple.  I am donating more than 112 tons of gold from Ophir and 262 
tons of refined silver to be used for overlaying the walls of the buildings  and 
for the other gold and silver work to be done by the craftsmen. Now then, 
who will follow my example and give offerings to the LORD today?”  

Then the family leaders, the leaders of the tribes of Israel, the generals and 
captains of the army, and the king’s administrative officers all gave willingly.  
For the construction of the Temple of God, they gave about 188 tons of 
gold, 10,000 gold coins, 375 tons of silver, 675 tons of bronze, and 3,750 
tons of iron. They also contributed numerous precious stones, which were 
deposited in the treasury of the house of the LORD under the care of Jehiel, 
a descendant of Gershon.  The people rejoiced over the offerings, for they 
had given freely and wholeheartedly to the LORD, and King David was filled 
with joy. – 1 Chronicles 29:1-9 (NLT) 

God gave us the Living Word so that we are able to know how He ex-
pects us to live. He wants us to know how He expects us to interact with 
Him. Through the characters and their circumstances, God teaches us 
how to live. Using that as the premise for reading, we can better under-
stand the purpose for Operation Transformation. It is not a fundraising 
campaign or a building project. Operation Transformation is a call to 
work with God. It is a call to assist Him as begins/continues to transform 
lives.  

Through the scripture we see how God called Solomon and charged 
Him with building the Temple. Notice how David remarked on the enor-
mity of the task. This how we know this task is an assignment from God. 
King David recognized that the task was enormous and could not have 
been undertaken without supernatural intervention. More importantly, 
King David recognized that answering the call to carry out this task is a 
display of His love for God.  

In the class “Experiencing God”, we learned that there are 7 realities: 

1. God is always at work around you.  
(Continued on next page) 

Day 10 November 5 2008 

A Test of Faith 

“Then God said, Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the region of Moriah.  Sacrifice him there 
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you 
about.” Genesis 22:2(NIV) 
 
There are times when one will be put to a test and one must 
depend on God no matter what.  Keeping one’s mind on spiri-
tual things is very important to God.  Also, be the first to step to 
the plate without asking questions or demanding answers.  
Stay focused and see what God can accomplish through a 
positive mind.  No one will ever know how and when God 
moves in the midst of a storm, but he performs miracles behind 
the scene.  Abraham’s faith was tested by God, and he passed 
his test.  As the Bible reveals, Isaac lived because of the ram in 
the bush. 
 
Three points to remember from this scripture are: 
 

Abraham did not question God. 
Abraham was obedient. 
Abraham was faithful. 

Exercising your faith and believing in the word pleases God.  
Therefore, stand firm, remain faithful, and continue to trust 
God.  According to Hebrews 13:5, God said”I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee. 
 
Prayer Focus: When your faith is tested, pray that you will be 
able to stand and pass your test.  Pray that every test will make 
you stronger, eager, and determined to do God’s will, patiently 
and gracefully.  Pray that fear will never engulf your mind, 
body, and soul when God gives you a king-sized task. Pray 
that we remember that Abraham moved on faith, and he 
moved forward, not backward.  Ask God to keep you willing 
and ready to say, “Yes, Lord.” 
 

Rev. Yvonne Cotton-Campbell  



Day 11 November 6, 2008 

Warriors of God 

 
Teaching and preaching the gospel of truth 
Instilling the word in us from the roots 
Fasting and praying producing results 
Urging us on in spite of our faults. 
 
Caring and nurturing steering their sheep 
Knowing that some of us will get in too deep 
Taking responsibility for our troubled souls 
Asking “Our Father” to take control. 
 
Telling us the difference between right and wrong 
Urging the Saints of God to pray and be strong 
Explaining the importance of the Whole Armor of God 
Surrounding ourselves in God’s everlasting Love. 
 
Teaching Us: 
Wisdom and Understanding in the book of Ephesians 
Joy and Salvation in the book of Philippians 
The Fruit of the Spirits in the book of Galatians 
The End Times Prophecy in the book of Revelations. 
 
The Warriors of God have many descriptions 
Through it all they must maintain a pleasing disposition 
When you approach the Warriors of God, 
Please show them an abundance of Love. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Prayer warriors are people who are known for 
regularly interceding on behalf of others before God.  Prayer 
warriors recognize the quality of God’s personality and call on 
Him for intervention.  Paul was the greatest example of a 
prayer warrior in the New Testament.  Excerpts from Paul’s 
prayer to the church at Ephesus reads: “…And I pray that you, 
being rooted and established in love, may have power, to-
gether with all the saints, to grasp how wide and how long and 
how deep is the love of Christ.” 
 
Alfreada Brown-Kelly 

Day 40 December 5, 2008 

Trust God  

“But seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.”  Matthew 6:33 

My soul longed and thirsts to be in His presence.  God said in His Word, 
“I love them that love me and they that seek me early shall find 
me.”  (Proverbs 8:17)  “And you shall seek me, and find me, when you 
shall search for me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:3) 

Early one morning before sunrise, I heard the Lord say, “Queen Esther, 
arise get dressed and go to Gethsemane Baptist Church for prayer.”  
Certainly, I thought this was a mistake.  After all, it was 4:30 a.m. and 
everyone in the house was asleep. 

I remember slowly walking to my car.  The moon was full and the stars 
were twinkling and dancing in the heavens.  I saw the big dipper and the 
little dipper.  Suddenly, I thought I was losing my mind.  Pulling into the 
parking lot, I saw the janitors unlocking the church door.  They allowed 
me to enter and from that day my prayer vigil began. 

I lay prostrate before the altar for seven days seeking the presence of 
God and spiritual guidance.  God never answered.  I prayed for twenty-
one days just knowing God had manifested Himself.  Still God never 
answered.  Determined to hear from God, after eight months of persis-
tent praying, early one morning while kneeling at the altar I felt the pres-
ence of God.  Afraid to open my eyes, I heard a still small voice ask me 
the same question that was asked of Peter, “Queen Esther, do you love 
me?”  I responded, “Yes, Lord I love you.”  The third time he questioned 
me I said, “Lord I love you with my whole heart, soul and strength.  I am 
willing to feed your sheep and do your will.”  Again, God asked me, 
“Queen Esther, do you love me?”  This time God spoke with such com-
passion that the sound of His voice brought my soul under conviction.  I 
realized that a spiritual transformation had taken place in my life.  God 
desires more than lip service or people pleasers… God said, “He de-
sires to have a relationship with his people for true worshippers must 
worship in spirit and truth.”  However, two weeks later I asked God if I 
could ask Him a question. “Yes” He replied.  I asked, “God how can I 
prove to you that I love you?”  God replied in the same still small voice, 
“TRUST ME.” 

Prayer Focus:  Lord, according to Your word, the fowls of the air sow 
not, neither do they reap; nor gather into barns; yet you feed them. Fa-
ther, help us who are made in Your image not to worry about what we 
shall eat, the high price of gas, or how we are going to build a new 
church.  Lord, please help us to simply “TRUST YOU.” 

Rev. Queen Esther Snell 



Day 39 December 4, 2008 

I’ve Got People 

“Seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witness, 
let us set aside the sin that does so easily beset us and run with pa-
tience the race that is set before us.”  Hebrews 12:1 
 
Last year H&R Block launched a campaign built around the phase, “I 
GOT PEOPLE.”  The campaign suggested that if you use H&R Block 
that you have nothing to worry about.  It implies that everything in life 
is better because of the backing of all the people in their company.  
In one of the commercials, there are several men in a steam room.  
One of the men says that he ‘never sweats anymore.”  Another man 
replies “everybody sweats; especially during tax time.”  Tax time is a 
particularly difficult and stressful time for most people.   
 
Either you or someone else has to spend hours trying to figure out if 
you owe the IRS or are you going to receive a refund.  And if you 
owe the IRS, where is the money coming from to pay them?  Money 
is one of the things, for most of us that always produces some meas-
ure of stress.  The whole concept is that in the most stressful time, 
someone has your back.  Therefore, you have nothing to worry 
about. 
 
That is also the whole concept found in Hebrews 12:1; that in the 
most stressful times of our lives that someone (actually a lot of 
somebodies) has our back.  Those that have gone on before are al-
ways standing on the sidelines cheering us on.  They can see the 
end results.  They have experienced all of the TRIUMPHS and fail-
ure and still know that in the end, “All things work together for the 
good of them that love God.”  (Romans 8:28).   
 
Sometimes the negative noise in our minds doesn’t allow us to hear 
them saying, “Go ahead, you can make it or you can do it.”  If we can 
still our noise and hear the cheering of those who know that we are 
destined to win, maybe we can be the GREAT PEOPLE that God 
has already declared that we are. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Lord, help us to focus in on the voice of encourage-
ment that is all around us. 
 
Rev. Priscilla Clayton 

Day 12 November 7, 2008 

Transform Your Mind  

Jesus said unto him, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth.”  Mark 9:23 
 
It appears that our country is experiencing tremendous transition; 
which may have had an impact on our lives.  We are living in a 
society of great change,   which has affected the economy, com-
pany downsizing, higher fuel cost, increase in food prices, unex-
pected change of residences, and personal circumstances in dis-
array. 
 
It may feel like you are at a stand still or no way out; simply be-
cause of the impact this may have had possibly on you and our 
families.  Regardless of how things may look on the outside, God 
can transform your mind into great thoughts to believe His word.  
He takes pleasure in solving those things that seem difficult in our 
lives to reflect His glory!  As a believer, He can do the possible on 
situations that look impossible.  Believe and receive what He has 
for you! 
 
If you are even going to desire loving God with all your heart, 
mind and strength – you will have to learn to think differently.  Do 
not conform any longer to the pattern of the world, but “be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind.”  Let Him transform you into 
a new person by changing the way you think.  Don’t be influenced 
by the voices and values of the culture that surround us but by the 
voice of God speaking through His word. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Pray that our congregation comes together in cast-
ing down old mindsets, and restore into new mindsets, believing 
God for great success for our church.  We pray that our faith con-
tinues to strengthen, and encourage those who do not have a re-
lationship with God become a part of our Gethsemane Church 
family.  Let’s believe God for those who will continue to sow seed 
into this ministry and be blessed by the “Divine Connection.”  Let’s 
believe God for awesome greatness in our lives and that the sur-
rounding community becomes a part of the body of Christ.  God, 
we thank you, we adore you for making us believers of your word.  
After all, the outcome is  that we win!  Amen. 
 
Belinda Hawkins 



Day 13 November 8, 2008 

A New Start  

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God has prepared for those who 
love Him.” —1Corinthians 2:9 

We are a people with a future – not spiritual nomads or wan-
derers, but a people of purpose and destiny.  The pass is over.  
The future stretches out before us full of promise and possibil-
ity.  We are changed people – new people. 

Not avoiding decisions that must be made, nor running from 
responsibility because of the mistakes and failures in our past, 
we look toward a future based on a newness of heart created 
in us by God.  No longer haunted by the past, we are free to 
choose – to make new commitments and follow new direction.  
In our freedom we set new standards and find new strength by 
which to live.   

Experience gives wisdom; God gives a new heart.  Our past 
mistakes have taught us some valuable lessons, but God has 
given us a new life.  We have called upon our merciful God, 
repented, and begun to have the hope of a new heart and a 
new start – the beginning of a total renewal.  We have found 
God faithful to his promise in Jeremiah 3:22: “Return, faithless 
people; I will cure you of backsliding.”  And we have re-
sponded: “Yes, we will come to you, for you are the Lord our 
God.” 

What a loving, compassionate God we serve!  Society may ex-
pect us to walk in guilt and shame indefinitely, but we no longer 
conform to what the world says.  We have been transformed.  
Our minds have been renewed by God’s word and our hearts 
by His mercy. 

Prayer Focus:  My prayer is that we will have faith like it says in 
Matthew 17:20: So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbe-
lief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have the faith as a mus-
tard seed, you will say to the mountain, ‘Move from here to 
there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.” 

C. Denise Bryant 

Day 38 December 3, 2008 

A Promise Worth Standing On – The Ultimate Assuranc e Policy 

Don't be obsessed with getting more material things. Be re-
laxed with what you have. Since God assured us, "I'll never let 
you down, never walk off and leave you." (Hebrews 13:5 MSG) 

You know there aren’t many things in life that can be consid-
ered a sure thing and the truth is life does not offer us many 
assurances or guarantees.  Yet isn’t it exciting to know the as-
surance that we have in GOD through His son Jesus Christ?  
As we celebrate the Anniversary of Operation Transformation, 
what better way for us to move forward in transforming lives 
than to be reassured in the victory that we have in GOD 
through His son Christ Jesus. 

You know an assurance policy from GOD is not like an insur-
ance policy that you and I may have had issued by an insur-
ance company.  An insurance policy has the potential to expire 
or lapse due to lack of payment, but an assurance policy of 
GOD - there is nothing like it.  Jesus himself has paid the pre-
mium in full and it is better than State Farm or Prudential; we 
have more than “a piece of the rock”.  

 As policyholders (believers) we are entitled to the glorious 
presence of God with us forever.  There is no weapon that can 
be formed against us that can harm us because of the assur-
ance policy that we have.   

As we go throughout our daily lives, we need to start each day 
by reviewing our assurance policy and making sure that we 
truly understand that “God assured us, "I'll never let you down, 
never walk off and leave you.”  Jesus guarantees us a better 
life; He is a keeper of his word and He is a sure thing – He’s 
the best assurance policy! 

Prayer Focus:  Pray daily for victorious living.  Father, we come 
boldly before the throne of grace, thanking you for the assur-
ance that we have in YOU through your son Christ Jesus.  Our 
prayer is that lives will continue to be transformed through the 
assurance that we have in knowing that YOU will never, leave 
us, nor forsake us.  Amen. 

Rev. Paul Sims 



Day 37 December 2, 2008 

It’s All in How You Look at It 

“There we saw the giants; and we were like grasshoppers in our own 
sight, and so we were in their sight.” Numbers 13:33 (Read Numbers 
13:1-2; 27-33) 
 
When I went to get my driver’s license renewed for my 25th birthday, the 
DMV clerk told me that I failed the vision test and had to get my eyes 
checked.  I did just that and the doctor told me that I needed glasses.  I 
remember my father saying, “Girl, didn’t you know that you couldn’t 
see?”  I responded, “No, it wasn’t like I just woke up like this one day.” I 
remember the day that I went back to the store to get my first pair of 
glasses.  When the optician first put them on my face, it was like some-
one had turned on the light.  Everything was bright, sharp, vivid and 
crisp.  I didn’t realize the full extent of what I had been missing! 
 
Numbers 13:33 (KJV) states, “And there we saw the giants…and we 
were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.”  
Operation Transformation is a giant sized assignment of faith, commit-
ment, and steadfastness.  When we add up all of our expenses, they 
sometimes appear to be giant compared to our grasshopper paychecks/
resources.  Or are they really?  It’s all in how you look at it. 
 
God had already promised the land of Canaan to the children of Israel.  
We know that “…He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians1:6)  We cannot get near-
sighted and focus on the new sanctuary as being simply for our own 
enjoyment.  It is an investment and legacy for future generations.  That 
is exactly why we must exercise GIANT faith, commitment to the task 
before us and the church and God we proclaim to love so much, and 
steadfastness in the midst of temporary setbacks.  Gethsemane, it’s all 
in how we look at it. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Dear God, please give me a vision that looks beyond 
past events and present circumstances to focus only on YOU – Your 
resources, your strength, your power, your love, and your guidance.  
Give me GIANT sized faith to believe that you complete every assign-
ment, and GIANT sized commitment to turn my faith into tangible action 
with my prayers, my finances, my time and my talents.  In Jesus 
name…Amen! 
 
Rev. Pamela Adams 

Day 14 November 9, 2008 

Perfectly Joined 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.” 
1 Corinthians 1:10    “And he gave some apostles; and some, pro-
hets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”  Ephesians 4:11-13 
 
 
The word “brethren” translates to mean that all Christians are a part 
of God’s family.  As believers, we share a unity that runs even 
deeper than that of blood brothers and sisters.  This simply put 
means that we cannot allow petty differences to divide us as a 
Church family.  We all do not have to completely agree on every is-
sue, but we can work together harmoniously if we agree on what 
truly matters – Jesus Christ as Lord of all.  We have a huge project 
to complete, and it will require us to be perfectly joined together on 
the issues concerning this Kingdom expansion, known as Operation 
Transformation. 
 
Prayer Focus: Dear Heavenly Father, in the name of Jesus, I come 
in your presence thanking you for Gethsemane Baptist Church.  You 
have called us to be disciples throughout Hampton Roads and be-
yond.  As we lift our voices in one accord, we recognize that you are 
God, and everything that is made is made by you.  We thank you 
God that we here at Gethsemane all speak the same thing… ex-
panding Your Kingdom.  God, there is no division among us; we are 
perfectly joined together in the same mind.  Grant unto us the repre-
sentatives here to boldly speak Your Word.  God let each Group and 
Leaders operate in the excellence of ministry and intercessions. 
 
God I pray that every need will be met.  Therefore, we will meet the 
needs of your people who come – spirit, soul and body.  God I thank 
you that the Word of God is living big in all of us and Jesus is LORD!  
I thank you God for your presence among us and I lift my hands and 
praise YOUR HOLY NAME!  Amen 
 
Lavern Thomas 



Day 15 November 10, 2008 

Prayer of Unity and Harmony 

 
“Behold they are of one people, and they have all one language; and 
this is only the beginning of what they will do; and now nothing they 
have imagined they can do will be impossible to them.”  Genesis 
11:16 (AMP) 
 
Lord, I pray that all of us in your Body be in perfect harmony and 
unity and full agreement in what we say and that there be no divi-
sions among us even beyond the walls of our church.  Lord, as we 
go throughout Hampton Roads and beyond, witnessing to your peo-
ple and touching the hearts of the community, we pray for protection. 
Lord we know that Operation Transformation is not about us, but 
about you in saving a dying world. 
 
Father, we pray for protection and deliverance of this city.  We pray 
for the decision makers, Lord outside these walls as we build your 
church.  Lord, we ask that you continue to keep us in the same mind, 
and in the same spirit, loving each other and praying for each others’ 
welfare, happiness and protection.  
 
Father, I pray that the Holy Spirit sweep through the gates of our city 
to stand victorious over principalities, powers and rulers.  Father con-
tinue to walk before us, as we petition your people to join together 
with us as we demonstrate the Love of Jesus Christ throughout 
Hampton Roads and beyond.  
 
Prayer Focus:  You are the great provider.  We pray for the strength 
and the resolve to follow through with our pledge for Operation 
Transformation.  Although it appears in the natural that money is 
tight, it is written that David had never seen the righteous forsaken or 
His seed begging for bread.  God, we need you to make the provi-
sions so that we can fulfill our commitment.  We know when we seek 
you and your righteousness you will add all other things to us.  We 
thank you for your promises, and we continually ask for your help to 
keep us on course and not waver in our commitment. Amen. 
 
Deacon Vernon Floyd 
Deaconess Terry Floyd 

Day 36 December 1, 2008 

The Abundant Life 

“This is my comfort in my affliction, For Your word has given 
me life.” Psalm 119:50 
 
As a servant of the Most High God, I have desired to live this 
life free from the afflictions of this world.  I just marvel over the 
fact sometimes of how wonderful life would be if no storm 
clouds would rise in my life.  I so often marvel over the mere 
fact of how wonderful life would be if there were no strong 
winds blowing my way.  However, as I ponder over the fact of 
the storms and the winds that have risen in my life, I ought to 
be mighty grateful and thankful for the small afflictions. 
 
I can thank God for the afflictions, because they have actually 
caused me to grow closer to my Divine Father.  Some things in 
this life that we count as an affliction is no more than a bless-
ing.  That’s why I can say on today that my comfort in my afflic-
tions is the Word of God, which has given me life.  For the 
Word says that I may have life and have it more abundantly.   
 
Thank God for the abundant life. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Therefore, Father in Jesus’ name I want to 
thank You for the multitudes of blessings that You have be-
stowed upon me.  I thank You Lord for Your love and Your 
kindness, Your goodness and Your mercy.  Through all I have 
been through and all that I am to go through, Your Word has 
certainly brought comfort.   
 
I somehow wonder how did I make it, but when I look to you 
from whence comes all of my help I can just say thank you, 
Lord.  You have been everything that I could ever desire.  
Thanks for the abundant life that I have enjoyed only because 
of you.  Father, I ask you to continue to lead, guide and direct 
my pathway.  I will be ever so careful to give the glory, honor 
and praise to You.  In Jesus name I pray.  Amen. 
 
Rev. Nathaniel Mitchell, Jr. 



Day 35 November 30, 2008 

What Happen When the Hearts of God’s People are Sti rred to 
Obedience? 

And Moses spoke to all the children of Israel, saying. “This is the 
thing which the Lord commanded saying: Take from among you an 
offering to the Lord.  Whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as 
an offering to the Lord…” Exodus 35:4-5 “For the material they had 
was sufficient for all the work to be done - indeed too much.”  Exo-
dus 36:4-7 
 
This is a strong testimony of a great people.  They listened to their 
leader, and they obeyed God’s word.  He said to those with a willing 
heart, those hearts stirred by God himself, those who were cheerful 
givers, those that give not with attitude, but with gratitude, those that 
realize that we don’t own anything, but we are only stewards of what 
He puts in our hands, those that realize money is only part of stew-
ardship and there is also time and talent.  The people were moti-
vated because they realized it was God that answered their prayers 
and brought them out of Egypt.  
 
 Today we have the same opportunity to listen, obey His word and 
give, because God showed us how to give.  He gave His best in our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
The men in charge of the building told Moses to tell the people to 
stop giving for they had given more than enough to complete the 
building and they were still giving daily. 
 
Can you imagine receiving such a call from Pastor Riddick?  “This is 
Pastor Riddick.  I know its 3:00 a.m., but I just can’t wait until tomor-
row.  This is a praise call.  I would like to thank you for doing more 
than enough.  For eyes have not seen and ears have not heard 
about the things God has for those who love Him.” 
 
Prayer Focus:  Our Father help us to listen, obey and give with a will-
ing heart, stirring the hearts of everyone to be better stewards.  May 
we be the church that You are looking for in these last and evil days.  
Thank You for showing us how to give.  We ask these things in Je-
sus name.  Amen 
 
Rev. Joseph Heath 

Day 16 November 11, 2008 

Be Obedient and Receive His Blessing  

“If they obey and serve Him, they will spend the rest of their days in 
prosperity and their years in pleasures.  But if they obey not, they 
shall perish by the sword and they shall die without knowledge.”  Job 
36:11-12 (KJV) 
 
We as a people tend to follow the rules that are prescribed by man.  
We do this because of the known consequences.  We obey the 
speed limit, we pay our taxes, and we make sure we take the trash 
to the curb on the correct day.  As children, we obeyed our parents 
because of the known consequences.  However, what I have come 
to realize is that when it comes to obeying and trusting GOD, we 
tend not to do as well in the obedience area. 
 
GOD has provided us an ability to receive our provision from the 
work He has called us to do.  GOD made a covenant with his people 
that provision would always be there if we were faithful to his com-
mands. 
 
Operation Transformation is a life-changing opportunity for us to re-
ceive a lifetime blessing.  As we journeyed through Operation Trans-
formation as a body it became clear that our faith was being chal-
lenged.  There have been several campaigns at GBC before and we 
participated at a good commitment level – but at the same time a 
comfortable level (something we knew we could handle).  Then 
came Operation Transformation with a prayer journal, twenty-four 
hour prayer vigils, fasting, personal testimonies, healing and restor-
ing.  It was time to stretch. 
 
As we stretched our faith, it became even more evident the provi-
sions that were in store.  He doesn’t provide until we have the cour-
age to take action. God can do anything but fail.  Another part to the 
blessing is God works in His own time.  God’s promises are true, but 
His timing is not the same as ours.  As we began to trust God for our 
provisions and our commitment we came across many obstacles – 
some so great that we wondered if we were really doing His will.  We 
persevered in our obedience, faith and trust and continued the jour-
ney. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Stretch your faith, take action, He will provide. 
 
Deacon David G. Russell 
Deaconess Gisele P. Russell 



Day 17 November 12, 2008 

“A Spiritual Legacy” 

“And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice.”     Genesis 22:18 (KJV) 
 
 
In Genesis 22, we discover that Abraham, out of obedience to 
God, was willing to give up his seed, Isaac, and also his 
chance of establishing a legacy. After all, Isaac was the son 
that God has promised. Abraham’s faith didn’t waiver, and due 
to his obedience and faith, God provided a ram in the bush.  By 
him walking with God in obedience, through his seed, Abraham 
was able to establish many nations.  
 
We have a wonderful opportunity to leave a spiritual legacy for 
years to come, not only for our own seed but for anyone who 
will receive the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The opportunity will 
transform the lives of many, who may not receive the good 
news by any other means.  So, let’s partner and leave a spiri-
tual legacy that will stand the test of time by fully participating 
in our campaign, Operation Transformation .  
 
Prayer Focus: Dear Father God, we come to you to say thank 
you because you are an awesome God.  We’ve come to know 
you as our all in all.  Whatever the situation or the circum-
stance, you have been whatever we have needed.  So, as we 
come to you, we ask that you bless the entire church family.  
Instill in us the desire to support the vision that you have given 
to our pastor in the form of Operation Transformation.  Bless 
him and his family beyond measure.  We believe that you will 
establish that same legacy that you established in Abraham 
through us as we put our faith in you and be obedient to the 
vision.  It’s in the matchless name of Jesus Christ that we do 
pray. Amen. 
 
 
Deacon David Sheppard 
Deaconess Melvina Sheppard 
 

Day 34 November 29, 2008 

Pressing Forward 

 
“Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:13-14 
 
Most people today have such hectic schedules with the demands 
that the world puts on us today.  We begin to get stressed out, 
burned out and fed up, not able to accomplish anything.  Even our 
attitudes change toward our family and friends.  Our “I will” begins to 
become “I won’t”, and “I can” becomes “I can’t”.  A once energetic 
and very functional person suddenly feels hopeless and lethargic. 
 
As if it’s not enough to be the person that God created us to be, we 
are constantly being told by doctors to exercise.  If I must confess…I 
don’t exercise as much as I should.  In Philippians 3:13-14, Paul 
talks about “spiritual running”.  Paul knew that this kind of running 
was an important element in order that we would be conformed to 
the image of Christ.  He instructed us not to look back.  Precious 
years are spent looking back and trying to figure out the people that 
were in our past and why things happened the way they did.  Paul 
exhorts us to “forget it”. 
 
As a preacher, I give my testimony often.  However, I am not looking 
back to place blame on anyone.  I talk about my past because I give 
God all the glory for my present.  We should never look back and 
dwell on our past hurts because it will rob us of our present victories. 
Forgetting does not mean deleting the memory of our past, but we 
need not allow our past to absorb our attention and impede our pro-
gress for today.  Forget the past – and press forward. 
 
Prayer Focus: Oh God, who is love unspeakable and full of glory, 
whose majesty is not to destroy but to save.  I thank you for being 
the God of the past, present and future.  Teach us not to hold on to 
our past hurts.  We ask of you this day, O God, to undo that which 
we have done amiss.  Bind the hearts we have wounded and dry the 
eyes which we have flooded.  Help us to press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Rev. Gwen Smith  



Day 33 November 28, 2008 

Holding On in the Midst of Transformation 

 
 
“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; We are per-
plexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 
down but not destroyed.” 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 
 
Transformation does not always feel good but as a believer we 
know it’s for  our good.  Sometimes it’s hard to accept change; 
but only through change can God fully equip us for His king-
dom purpose.  As Christians we can endure because the vic-
tory has already been promised. 
 
Remember God is more powerful than the world against us 
and we have eternal blessings awaiting us.  This one thing I 
learned that God still loves me even when I’m going through.  
To know love, open your heart to Jesus.  To show love, open 
your heart to others.  
 
Hold on, God’s love never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:8) 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus:  Lord, thank you for loving us; not because of 
who we are, but because of who you are.  Thank you for trans-
forming us by Your Word and for not abandoning us through 
the transformation. 
 
 
 
Rev. Gregory Clarke 

Day 18 November 13, 2008 

Don’t Give Up on the Vision 

“The parched ground shall become a pool…”.Isaiah 35:7 
 
Six months ago, I became sick in the Farm Fresh parking lot. I 
was ready to leave when I began coughing up blood. I looked 
around the parking lot and saw no one in sight.  I began to panic 
and pulled out my cell phone, but I couldn’t see the numbers on 
the pad. I called out to God to help me, and suddenly there was a 
man going to his car. I called out to him to help me and he came 
running to my rescue. He dialed 911 on my phone and also called 
my son.  Now, I’ve been on this faith journey for quite some time, 
and I do know that if you call on God, He will come to your res-
cue.  I honestly believe that some things He will not leave to 
chance but will come Himself.  
 
This made my husband and I think about God’s vision for our 
church. Every God-given vision will become real if we continue to 
have faith and patience. God has an enormous amount of time 
and is never in a hurry. Yet we are always in such a frantic hurry. 
God wants to mold us and shape us until we get to the point 
where He can trust us with the reality of the vision. Ever since 
God gave us the vision, He has been at work. He is getting us 
into shape for the “transformation” he has for us.  
 
The vision that God gives is not some unattainable castle in the 
sky, but a vision of what God wants here on earth. Allow the Pot-
ter to put you on his wheel and whirl you around as he desires. 
Don’t give up on the vision becoming a reality. When things and 
people get in our way and we lose focus of where God is taking 
us, call out to Him and He’ll come to our rescue. 
 
Prayer: Our Father and our God, we pray that we don’t lose sight 
of your vision and when we do that you bring us back to where we 
need to be. We pray, oh, God, that we won’t lose heart and con-
tinue to be committed to your will and your way for our lives. God, 
we pray that when we can’t see or hear your voice that we con-
tinue to trust your plan. We won’t give up on your vision because 
that would be giving up on you.     Amen 
 
Deacon Herbert and Deaconess Sandra Hartwell 



Day 19 November 14, 2008 

Don’t Give Up—God’s Got It 

“So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord.  Remember 
the great reward it brings you!  Patient endurance is what you need 
now, so that you will continue to do God’s will.  Then you will receive 
all that he has promised.”  Hebrews 10:35-36 (NLT) 
 
Get ready Gethsemane; the time has come!  As you know, God 
called us to join Him in His work.  When God decides to work 
through His people, He often gives assignments that have “God-
sized” dimensions.  Why has God chosen or called us? 
 
God has called us because He wants to reveal Himself and because 
He wants to bless us.  Through our obedience to this call, God will 
bless us because He blesses those who are obedient to Him.  Geth-
semane, this is not the time for us to give up and throw away our 
trust in God. 
 
Hebrews 10:35-36 tells us that even as we face trials and persecu-
tion, we must stand firm.  We must remain faithful and patiently en-
dure so that we may obtain God’s blessing.  We are encouraged to 
persevere.  It is important that we do not become discouraged and 
give into despair at the onset of trials. 
 
So, Gethsemane, don’t give up or throw in the towel.  God has this 
thing under control.  He will see each of us through whatever trials 
that He sends our way according to His word.  Continued obedience 
through the fulfillment of our pledges and constant prayer will be 
richly rewarded. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Almighty Father in Heaven, You know each one of 
us.  You know the desires of our hearts.  Lord, bless us in a mighty 
way as we come together to work for the Kingdom.  Touch our minds 
so that we are not distracted by the current state of our surround-
ings.  Father, bless our finances, stretch them and multiply them so 
that they may be used in the building and uplifting of your Kingdom. 
Release your loving provision that we might be blessed through our 
obedience to your call.  And Father, as we progress forward into our 
assignment.  Allow us to come together as one in accordance to 2 
Corinthians 8:14, supporting our brothers and sisters so that together 
we may share in the blessings of Your word.  Amen. 
 
Cassandra Nixon 

Day 32 November 27, 2008 

The Spiritual Gift of Giving  

“And there are diversities of operation, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all.”  1 Corinthians 12:6 
 
When we think of spiritual gifts, we often think of preaching, 
teaching, etc.  Giving is also a spiritual gift and there are differ-
ent ways to serve the Lord through giving.  You may give of 
your time, talent or give financially.  However you choose to 
give, it is of the same Spirit. 
 
One morning as I meditated on this section of scriptures I 
thought about the gift of giving and how the Spirit has given 
each of us a special way of giving.  As we celebrate the end of 
the first year of Operation Transformation, we can look back 
and reflect on our giving.  Some were able to make large 
pledges, some small, and some none at all.  As we enter into 
our second year, let’s strive to give above what we have been 
giving.  Let us pray and ask God to help us in giving. 
 
Giving is also a form of worship, and in worshipping the Lord, 
we are able to give God the best that He has given us.  Yes, 
the times are hard but God will never let us hold a spiritual gift 
for ourselves.  It has to be given back to Him that He may 
make it a blessing to others.    Oswald Chambers said, “If you 
hoard a thing for yourself, it will turn into spiritual dry rot, as the 
manna did when it was hoarded.” 
 
In this new year, let us operate in the gift of giving that was 
given to all by our Heavenly Father. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Gracious Father, we pray that You would stir up 
that measure of giving that you have given each of us.  We 
thank You for blessing us that we may be a blessing in the vi-
sion and Operation Transformation.  In the precious name of 
Jesus, I ask these things of You.   Amen 
 
 
Rev. Eleanor J. Hailey 



Day 31 November 26, 2008 

Get Rid of Your Old Clothes 

“Instead, there must be a spiritual renewal of your thoughts and atti-
tude.  You must display a new nature because you are a new per-
son, created in God’s likeness – righteous, holy and 
true.” (Ephesians 4:23-24 NLT) 

Many of us have clothes in our closets that don’t fit any more, but we 
continue to keep them, deceiving ourselves that we will get rid of 
those unwanted pounds; or we like them so much that we just can’t 
part with them.  One day we “suddenly” realize that we have no room 
for new clothes because all of the old ones are taking up the space.  
Finally, one day we decide to clean out our closets, and we are sur-
prised at what we see!  Not only do the clothes not fit; they just don’t 
help define who we have become.  After that revelation we get ex-
cited as we get rid of our old clothes and make room for the new 
ones. 

Just like our need to get rid of old clothes, we also have to get rid of 
old beliefs that no longer complement our new life in Christ.  We 
have to allow God to transform us in order to prepare us for a new 
and better life, a new and better way of doing things, a new and bet-
ter commitment to God’s vision for His people, a new and better min-
istry, and a new and better nature.  In order to get ready for all that 
God has for us – healing for our bodies and relationships – we must 
get rid of our old nature so that we can become new persons who 
are ready for all that God has for us.  We must get rid of our old 
clothes! 

Prayer Focus:  God, I not only thank you for transforming my life but 
also for transforming the lives of other members of Gethsemane.  
We are standing on your word that says, “Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).  
You are transforming our finances, and our minds to bring forth the 
manifestation of Operation Transformation.  Thank you for healing 
our mind, body and spirit so that we can be mighty vessels for Your 
Kingdom – and all for Your glory.   Thank You, God, for the trans-
formation that you are bringing forth in our pastor, Dr. Dwight Riddick 
and our Leading Lady Vera Riddick.  Help us to keep them lifted in 
prayer for the great work that you have given them.  This is my 
prayer, in the mighty, wonderful and marvelous name of Jesus 
Christ.  Amen 

Rev. Carol Powell 

Day 20 November 15, 2008 

Can’t Walk Away 

“What could I do King Agrippa?  I couldn’t walk away from a 
vision like that!” Acts 26:19 
 
In this scripture Paul is telling his testimony to the King, in hope 
that the King will grant him freedom from jail.  Paul is saying 
there is no way he can walk away from the change that Jesus 
has done in his life.  
 
As we journey together in Operation Transformation, we can 
paraphrase the scripture.  In place of King Agrippa we can put 
Gethsemane and say “What could we do, Gethsemane?  We 
can’t walk away from a vision like this!”  We, as one body in 
Christ have to serve (work), pray, encourage, love and sacrifice 
together no matter the cost or trials that come our way.  We 
want to persuade others to see the gifts God has given us as a 
body.  There are souls that are in need of salvation and a right 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  Our prayer is that 
you will not walk away from the vision that God gave Pastor 
Riddick for Gethsemane. 
 
Prayer Focus:   Dear gracious and all wise God, we need Your 
strength and your power to do what you have entrusted in our 
care, not just the building that You are going to build through 
Your people God, but the city that You have given us.  The 
task seems great, but we know all things are possible through 
you.  God, we ask that you keep us on one accord through 
prayer.  We realize that there will be sacrifices that we will have 
to make.  Our prayer is that you will meet all of our needs ac-
cording to your riches in glory.  We pray for Pastor and First 
Lady Riddick. We pray that you will keep them strong and en-
couraged as they minister to your people.  We pray for all the 
people that you will be bringing into your kingdom.   
This in Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
Deacon Shaun Stroble 
Deaconess Angela Stroble 



Day 21 November 16, 2008 

Let Us Move Into the Inner Court  

“Blessed is the man you choose, and cause to approach you, 
that he may dwell in your courts.  We shall be satisfied with the 
goodness of Your house, of Your holy temple.”  Psalm 65:4 
 
Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary gives a few meanings for 
move.  (1) A step taken so as to gain an objective. (2) The ac-
tion of moving from a motionless position. (3) A change of resi-
dence or location in a state of moving ahead or making pro-
gress. 
 
In the past few months it seem as though satan has released a 
whole host of demons against the children of God, causing us 
to be in a motionless position.  Sickness has come against the 
body of Christ as never before.  I know that the Word of God is 
true, and I also know that the spirit of darkness is real.  Now 
comes the choice for all of us.  Are we going to read God’s 
Word and believe what it says? Are we going to take a step by 
faith and believe that we are healed in the name of Jesus? 
 
When we continue to read and believe the word of God and 
pray, we will move from a motionless position into the inner 
court and set up residence. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Father God, I come to you in the precious name 
of Your Son Jesus, to say thank you.  Thank you God for being 
so good and kind.  Thank you for loving me.  Thank you for giv-
ing your only Son that I might have the right to all of the prom-
ises you’ve given to me in Your Word.  Lord, I just love you.  I 
love you for giving me the opportunity to have a relationship 
with You.  Forgive me for all of my sins and trespasses, all of 
the things that I have done in the flesh that have not been 
pleasing to You. 
Allow me to enter into the inner court through Your Word where 
I can show more understanding to my brothers and sisters and 
give them the love you require me to give.  In the name of your 
Son Jesus I pray.  Amen. 
 
Deaconess Evelyn Mitchell 

Day 30 November 25, 2008 

Called to Follow Jesus 

 
“And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for 
they were fishers  And saith unto them, Follow Me and I will make 
you fishers of men.”  Matthew 4:18-19 
 
 When I was growing up, we played a game called Follow the 
Leader.  Wherever the leader went, everyone would follow.  It didn’t 
matter where he or she went, if you wanted to stay in the game, you 
would go.  This game was very harmless most of the time, but you 
would have to be smart enough to know when to quit. 
 
Your life is not a game, and whom you choose to follow is a serious 
matter. 
 
During the days of Jesus’ ministry, there were people who were look-
ing for a leader.  A lot of false leaders surfaced, and they were so 
convincing the people chose to follow them.  Their spiritual hunger 
made them an easy prey.  These pretenders tricked the people into 
believing they could transform the power of the Roman Empire over 
to them.  Being in a vulnerable state of mind, some of them took the 
bait and followed the wrong voice. 
 
The disciples knew the voice of Jesus, and they stopped what they 
were doing and immediately followed Him.  If we listen to the voice of 
Jesus calling, we will see that Jesus’ intent is to transform our lives 
and create in us divine greatness.  Just like the disciples, when the 
Messiah calls, we must immediately stop what we are doing and fol-
low Him. 
 
You do not have to be someone spectacular to follow Jesus.  The 
call to Jesus is extended to the ordinary, the awkward, and the im-
perfect.  Just be a willing vessel! 
 
Prayer Focus:  Lord Jesus, I am willing to follow you.  Wherever you 
lead me, I will go!  Amen 
 
Rev. Bonitha Skinner 



Day 29 November 24, 2008 

Confidence in Knowing 

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will he heareth us: And if we know 
that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we desired of him. 1 John 5:14-15 
 
There is no denying that all of us live busy lives. In fact, we all 
understand that there is a challenge for us to set priorities and 
to stick to them.  Some priorities that we set are just what we 
need and others that we set for our lives are all about what we 
want. That’s why it’s good to have confidence in knowing that 
God will supply all, not some, but all of our needs according to 
His riches in glory. Now that’s good confidence in knowing. 
 
All of us together as one body in Christ have set Operation 
Transformation as a priority in our lives. As we live according to 
God’s will, as followers of Christ, we have the confidence in 
knowing that God will make the necessary provisions available 
to see the vision fulfilled. It is not our will that will be revealed, 
but the will of God will be revealed in the end.  
 
As believers, our relationship with God should be strong 
enough that when we go to the Father in prayer no matter what 
the situation is, we have confidence that He hears us and He 
will answer our prayers.  
 
Prayer Focus:  Father, I thank you for this day and all of the 
provisions that you have allowed us to obtain in it. God, we 
thank you for Operation Transformation and the opportunity to 
be a part of it. Now God, as we move forward in the building of 
your Kingdom, we pray that you allow us to give according to 
your will and your way, Father. No matter the case or situation, 
I thank you in advance for the confidence in knowing that if we 
approach you God and that if we ask anything according to 
your will, that you will hear us, Father.  Thank you for what you 
are in our lives and thank you for Operation Transformation.  In 
Jesus’ name Amen. 
 
Rev. Alex Bracey II 

Day 22 November 17, 2008 

Transformed Like the Butterfly 

This is what God said: “Before I shaped you in the womb I knew all about 
you.  Before you saw the light of day I had holy plans for you.” — Jeremiah. 
1:4-5 (Message Bible) 
Isn’t it amazing to watch the life cycle of a butterfly? The process from egg, 
to larva, to pupa (or chrysalis), to adult is so fascinating to children, as well 
as to anyone else who is blessed with an opportunity to witness such a 
transformation. Every butterfly takes flight and fulfills God‘s created plan.  
We, like the butterfly, must go through a process  that brings us to the 
beautiful change  that fulfills God’s holy plans for our lives.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOCUS:  Dear Father in the mighty name of Jesus, thank you for 
creating us to fly in our spiritual walk with You.  Your Word reminds us that 
we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  Marvelous art Thy works and that 
my soul knoweth right well. ( Ps 139:14)   Please help us to stay faithful to 
you as you are faithful to us.  In Jesus’ name, help us to be doers of the 
Word and not hearers only.  Thank You for blessing us to be in a beautiful 
season of Transformation.  We trust you with our final product.  For You 
know the plans you have for us. In Jesus’ Holy name, we pray.  Amen. 

Deaconess Peggy B. Sylver  

One on One - Personal Time With 
God 

Trust God for what He is about To Do Through 
Us. 

Pray without ceasing. Really Expect God To Act in Miraculous Ways. 

Even Repent and Confess Sin. Ask in Faith Believing God to Meet Every 
Need. 

Read and Meditate on the Word. Now Use Much Faith. 

Adore and Reverence the Lord Sacrifice to Jesus (Time, Talent, Energy, Fi-
nances). 

Take Time to Worship and Praise 
God.                          

Forgive the Offenses of Others. 

Include much Thanksgiving Owe No Man Anything But Love. 

Obey and Love the Lord.                                                    Make Worry Obsolete – DO NOT WORRY!!! 

Next comes Consecration- Act Upon the Word – Do What God Says Do. 

Wear God’s Spiritual Armor Daily  Trust God with Your All – God Can Handle It. 

and Enjoy the Change!!! I  (Use the Power of  I) I Can! I Will in Jesus’ 
Name. 

 Only Believe – All Things are Possible If We 
Believe. 

 Never fail to Give (Luke 6:38)  that God might 
Give to Us! 



Day 23 November 18, 2008 

God’ Chosen Vessels  

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him 
who has called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 1 
Peter 2:9 
 
Yes we all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, but, God 
still has a purpose and a plan for our lives.  Before you were formed 
in your mother’s womb, God knew that you would become a part of 
the GBC family. 
 
As you grow in the body of Jesus Christ, I encourage you to seek 
God first in all things and constantly stay before him in prayer.  The 
mission  of GBC is to disciple, minister, and empower by demon-
strating the love of Jesus Christ to families throughout Hampton 
Roads and beyond. We also encourage you to embrace the vision  
that God has given for this branch of Zion. 
 
The vision for this appointed time is Operation Transformation.   
This is a God sized assignment and every member of this body has 
been chosen to participate. We must be obedient  to the vision God 
has given and a new edifice is required to effectively do ministry  
with the level of excellence that God has called us to.  I encourage 
you to become an active  participant in this ministry: 
 
Prayer Focus: Dear heavenly Father, I thank you for each person 
that you have chosen to become a part of GBC. Lord, as we embark 
on this journey, I pray that you would lead, guide, and direct your 
people.  Father help us to be obedient to what You are calling us to 
do.  I pray that each member will take hold of the vision and seek 
God in prayer each and every day.  Lord, we pray for your favor 
upon our lives, our pastor and Operation Transformation.  Father, 
keep us unified and bind us together in Christian love.  Lord, I pray 
that every need will be met for Operation Transformation and your 
people. Father I thank you in advance for the salvation of souls. 
Lord, I speak complete and absolute victory in our lives.  We thank 
you for all you have done, what are you doing now and what you are 
going to do.  In Jesus name, I pray.  God Bless All! 
 
 
Deaconess Rhonda Graves   

Day 28 November 23, 2008 

Let’s Be Ready for Jesus 

“He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  
Luke 1:17 
 
As I have been reading the Bible in 90 days, it is evident that some 
of the very conditions that existed prior to God interceding in world 
activities exist today.  One thing that has been reinforced in my mind 
is that God hates violence (Ezekiel 8:17).  God’s people were mov-
ing far away from Him and before they could turn back to God, the 
temple had to be re-established to prepare the people for the return. 
 
In Ezra 3:8, after coming out of captivity in Babylon, the children of 
Israel began a work to repair the temple in Jerusalem for worship.  
Worship may be considered a spiritual readiness to enter God’s 
presence.  This is noted in chapter 6:21; the children of Israel left the 
ungodly behavior of their captives in preparation to seek God. 
 
Nehemiah confessed that his people had not kept God’s command-
ments (1:7).  Later in chapter 8, all the people who had been in cap-
tivity were called together in order to hear again the words of the 
Book of Moses.  They were reminded and prepared to re-enter 
God’s presence by hearing again God’s Word.   The temple building 
was to be resumed. 
 
I believe the New Testament, through Jesus, prepares our bodies to 
be temples – temples for the Holy Ghost.  It prepares us for that holy 
habitation. Matthew 25:34 says the kingdom has been prepared for 
us; let us be ready to receive it.  Let Him find us doing the will of 
God.  Luke 12:40 tells us to be ready; we know not when He will re-
turn. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Let us pray for a world that is readied for the return of 
Jesus.  That He might be received with the love He is worthy of.  
Pray for a spiritual readiness that will allow us to recognize Him and 
that we are fearless and undeterred in following Him.  We have all 
that we need in God’s Word to do so.  Let us pray this in Jesus’ 
name – Amen. 
 
Mona Riddick 



Day 27 November 22, 2008 

Let’s Stay Together 

“Behold how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity.” Psalm 133:1 

I am very excited to know that God is allowing his children to experience 
the prophetic promises that indicate clearly his sovereignty, wisdom, 
and love.  In this shift as a church family, it is to be expected some obvi-
ous warfare.  It should equally be an expectation as we follow God, and 
of course, the one God chose to lead us in unity and a spirit of obedi-
ence.  He has been a God of divine order and now we are to participate 
in each other’s spiritual rescue. 

That rescue is to remind one another that our purpose is to work to-
gether for God.  We are reminded that unity is important and necessary 
to make the church a positive example to the world and help draw oth-
ers to the Lord and to help us to cooperate as a body of believers as 
God meant us to do. 

God is totally aware of every need as we move forward in faith.  He 
sees, hears and understands the prayers of his children.  In the chal-
lenges of life, we are stretched or shapened by God’s hands in order to 
give him all the glory, yet the way we express ourselves toward one an-
other will express our unity of purpose.   

We have been equipped with the word of God (his logos) to help us in 
our situations  and our communications with one another, and when we 
send the word out, it is written, that it will never come back void.  If you 
truly want to see the supernatural manifestations of God in your life, 
then obey his word and don’t forget to use it no matter what may come. 

God is not at all baffled or confused about what circumstances look like 
to us, nor is he pleased when we are not honest with him when we 
should be about the spirit warring against the flesh.  If I can remind you 
that there is no good thing in the flesh, then come on and encourage 
yourself in the word of God.  He will reward your diligence. Remember, 
this verse states that unity is wonderful and pleasant, so stay in the 
word, stay focused on your purpose of unity and let’s stay together. 

Prayer Focus: Heavenly Father and all wise God, we come to you in the 
name of  your Son Jesus, the Christ.  We applaud you for being a God 
who is always in rhythm with what you created.  We pray that you will 
allow your will to be done in Jesus name.  We understand that there are 
many gifts but one body, and we ask that every leader, ministry, mem-
ber, and visitor of Gethsemane Baptist Church will come together and 
move in order for the vision to continue to reach the lost and restore the 
backslider to you, dear God. Amen. 

Rev. Walter “Tony” Robinson  

Day 24 November 19, 2008 

Possession in a Time of Recession 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.”  Psalm 23:1 
 
Headline Reads: The USA is in a recession.  The housing mar-
ket is not favorable for the seller; foreclosures are at an all time 
high, the price of food has increased, gas prices are sky high, 
companies are downsizing.  To top it off, President Bush just 
recently awarded citizens with a Stimulus Check to attempt to 
leverage our economy, but to no avail because the USA is still 
in a “recession” (I said the USA – not the Saints of God). 
 
Remind yourself that as believers you are not and will not ever 
be in a recession as everything belongs to our Heavenly Fa-
ther.  Don’t get Hung by your Tongue speaking mere words 
against what God has promised.  Since every need is met As 
God promised in the scripture above, will He not do the same 
thing for our pledges we made for Operation Transformation?    
So, whether your pledge was $.10 or $10,000 – He will meet 
the need.  It is time for the saints to take possession of our 
land, streets, schools, work places, and family. 
 
What we need, God has already given us the authority to pos-
sess it through His Word.  It is when we start to apply the 
Word, that we will see the spiritual manifestation of the King-
dom advancing like never before!  It’s time to take back every-
thing that the enemy has stolen from us. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Heavenly Father, we thank you in advance for 
every need that is met.  We thank you, God that every pledge 
that has been made towards Operation Transformation is met 
in the name of Jesus.  You said in your Word that you are able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power that works in us.  Lord, we have heard 
your Word preached many times concerning our finances and 
prosperity, and we take both of these principles and include it 
with our faith. - Our testimony will be Only the Lord could have 
done this.  Amen. 
 
Deaconess Shelli Moran 



Day 25 November 20, 2008 

Love  

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three, but the 
greatest of these is charity.”  (KJV) 

In our daily lives, we encounter many problems and distur-
bances which cause us to lose focus on God’s presence.  In 
losing focus, we have a tendency to miss HIS power to con-
quer anything.  Keep the faith, stand firm and let the enemy 
know you are ready to fight a good fight, and when the battle is 
over, God will get the glory.  Know and understand that with 
God, the battle is not yours; it’s the LORD’s. 

The purpose of this prayer is to replace pain, sorrow and bro-
kenness with God’s love to conquer any battle with God’s 
blessing. 

Prayer Focus: Heavenly Father, forgive me of my sins.  LORD, 
I pray you will give me understanding and guidance to seek 
your ways for purpose in my life.  Help me, Lord to focus on 
you during my trials and tribulations.  When I am weak, give 
me strength when I am at my low point, lift me up out of my pit 
of pains.  Lord, I know you can fix my brokenness and my sor-
rows. 

You alone God are my God.  I can find no comfort anywhere 
like your comfort.  Lord, your peace is the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding.  Keep my heart and mind in your 
protection.  Keep me from falling back into places that you 
have shown me to be darkness, which once separated me 
from you.  My Lord, help me to keep love in my heart and let no 
words part from my lips that will keep the presence of your 
glory from me. 

Touch me, Lord with Your finger of love, so I may love my ene-
mies and pray for those who despitefully use me.  Help me 
God to hear your words from heaven, so I may speak of your 
mercy and love.  Heal and deliver me God from anything that 
will hinder my relationship with you.  Lord, I pray you will keep 
me and never let me return to that which you have delivered 
me from.  In the name of Jesus Christ I pray.  Amen. 

Dr. Brenda Ferguson 

Day 26 November 21, 2008 

Beware of a Judgmental Spirit  

“Judge not, that you be not judged.”  Matthew 7:1 
 
A passage from “Our Daily Bread” dated October 17, 2005 writ-
ten by D.  
De Han reads, “Your Word instructs us not to judge; So, Lord, 
we humbly pray, “Restrain our lips when we would speak the 
things we should not say.” 
 
The expansion of God’s kingdom requires lots of work and fi-
nancial support from all of us.  During the course of our daily 
activities, we should always be mindful of what we say about 
the way things are being done.  Judging the vision of the pastor 
is a direct judgment of God.  Once the man of God reveals to 
the congregation the vision for Operation Transformation, then 
we need to join in or become silent spectators. 
 
What we say is often overheard by our children, because they 
are watching us constantly.  Don’t let them hear us judging the 
plans for the expansion or any other projects/programs of the 
church.  We can’t be perfect parents, but our children must see 
our desire to please the Lord.  And when we fall short, they 
need to see our repentance.  We teach them by both what we 
say and what we do.”  Albert Lee (Our Daily Bread, March 19, 
2003). 
 
We must all be careful not to practice a judgmental attitude that 
tears others down in order to build ourselves up.  This would 
include personal circles of friends and our church family.  Paul 
taught us that we should exercise church discipline and trust 
God to be the final judge. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Pray daily that God will help us to think before 
we speak.  Practice speaking success into the lives of our chil-
dren, family and friends.  Help us to guard our mouths at all 
time.  May the words we speak be beneficial to the kingdom of 
God and help to save the lost. 
 
Elva Washington 


